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N my firſt Letter to you, the Miſtakes in your 
Review have, as I apprehend, been evidently- 
laid open to Page 10. where you begin to at- 
tack Mr. Edwards Sermon upon the diſtin- 


This my ſecond proceeds from the ſame. 
friendly Diſpoſition both to Truth and You,. to vin- 
dicate this judicious and excellent Sermon from the. 
heavy, but badly ſupported, C 25 have brought 
againſt it.— It is the Property of Charity, never to 
impute Evil raſhly to any Man; it interpreteth doubt- 
ful Things in the beſt Senſe; it never places our 
Neighbour's Actions and Words in a wrong Light. 
How contrary is it then to this heavenly Grace, by 
wreſting, perverting and breaking Mens Words, to 
put a bad Meaning upon them, of which they are 
not capable? Thus, however, you have dealt by 


wiſhing Marks of a Work of the Spirit of God — 


the Reverend Mr. Edward Sermon; of which I de- 


fire and hope to make you ſenſible. + _. 
It is very true, Meſſieurs Williſan, Webſter and I. 
aſſert, That Mr. Edwards, in the toreſaid Sermon, 

hath anſwered ſeveral of the ſame Objections that 

have been made againſt this Work, tho not in the 
Terms you uſe.— This Performance is extolled, not 
only (according to you) by the Promoters of this 
Work, but by all unprejudiſed and intelligent Per- 
ſons.--- What you, ſay of the Reverend Mr. Williſon's 
recommending it, in à Preface to the Scots Reader, 
prefixed to the Edinburgh Edition of that Sermon, 
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will you Aly the 
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| Nilo the Chain of Error, both in Philoſo- 
| 2 5 thut runs through the ꝛbhole N Thi 
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2 Wies, ee keis Han Order, Was 
nt to Mr. li ſen ve bir he 180 his Preface? How | 
den can Fou the Fu owt own Cönſcience, how | 

lick, to aſſert ſo confidently ö 

what you know not? 4 

I agree with you, that there are many who are 
perſwaded (0 Lyn that they are) that the Work 


Rife be ae I there VEHtmareds fr Scotland, 
Hope, to 883 Mr. Edwards Anfwefs ale 
Os e the Whole Work; R is 
fame the ck AYE never heard of theſe new 
Objecons dati now: What is yet wiivre furprifiiss 


while Yew bring { Heavy. 4 Charge, 41 
8 of His: Rog temps, 26 7 
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r the Piiblick; It wv 77 vert a Treatiſe by 


eee 15 is a Mong Prefulnption agatAſt this 
edgarice; . ot de the firſt WRG 


Bu Fe After it Rach beef in f6 


Hands; sKitful boten Priotopi and Divi 1 : 
at two 10 juſtly and tmiverally alteni 
e Reverend, Mr: Eonper itt Beton; and Mr: ie 
1 Have prefaced it unto; he World, with nn 
that Cham of Error in Philoſophy and Dis 
2) at riins through the whole. Did F, f f= 
that Men who Have Eyes, ind indlife to uſe 
em; world believe this u. 1 out bare Word, e- 
ſpecially when they ſee this Performance founded 
6n Ig ety and Reaſon ? Were you Hot affaid, that 
When they find you afferting ſo confidently,” "what 


A firſt View they find Falſe; they'll ſuſpeR Every 
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oF price 2 Treatife by itſelf, diſcovering that Chain of 


* e through the whole of this Performance: 
ve barely pointed at, and given am In- 
902 bs of, eee n „ich no one ſeeth but your-' _ 
[4 A Page m your Revit would have ferved for. 
this, tho” they. had been pretty numerous. You ſtand - 
ifdebtelt to you own eln, to ſupport this Fouts 


Alledgancs. 

The Charge you: bräng 3 inſt this Setmon i very 
heavy, vix. T, 5 the manifeſt Deſign of it is, #oover=. 
throw fh veß j Foundation of Faith, and all prackital 
Godlineſs; and to eftabliſh mori "Enthuſia fs and ſtrong 
Deluſtoh, in tht Room of the true Religion, revealed. and 
2 in the Mrd. Your Proof to fupport ſack 2 
E had need to bs good: arid unexc able. 
You ate pleaſed; #rf, to Ny, Pages 11, 12. of your 
Review; That Mr. Edwhbrds maintains, That Images 


if ſpirimnl Things muſt be repriſensed #6 dur Fancy, elſe 


ve tan have no Thought about them; That Mee tan 


hive nd Thought or Perception df in the 


| Untderſt#hiding, unleſs we have a ſinfble * 05 


non ef it in the Imaginatlon; | Job is the ſame 2 
10 ſays Phat we 45 bee no Cofiception of any Thing, 
d under à torporent Form; and-fo, ticcording to Mr: 
fone wif we an have uo N 1 } of _ without 
| viſronaury Form and $ | td d our Im. 
Finnkion. hs „pon ty ok 5227 ele Sthemt 
if Eriba in or Deluſion: is built. | 5 
Beforè 1 procegd't6 thew: that this your Proof it . 
Fctitious and imaginar allow. me, Dea? Sis, to ob- 
ſerve the lo wing I Things: s 
c Firſt, You ſhould nate explain'd ſofne of the 
Terms of your Charge and Probf, ſuck as, Exthuſi- 
aßen, erb, Tmagihary : For the your People 
(of whom you boaſt, p. 34. that you would not be 
afraid to venture them h on a comparative Trial witit 
the new Converts themſelves) may underſtand them. 
well enough, yet 1 am fure Bass 6 not. Give me 
*. then to explain them as well as [ _ 
£0 eir 


| ( 6 Y 1 5 3 
their Sake. Several of them have enquited at me 
from the Beginning of this Work, What Enthuſiaſm 
is, which the Seceders call this Work? as they alſo 
did when, two three Vears ago, they heard one of 
your Number, preaching in the Neighbourhood, oy, 


that all the Pulpits of this Church were ringing with | 
Deiſm. For ſeveral Days the Enquiry run, What 
Deiſm was? Which aſſoon as they knew, they were: | 
convinced of the Blackneſs of the Calumny. So, 1 
hope, it will be with them who come to know what 
„ Poon ann oh oatronef 
ENTHUSIASM in religious Matters, according 
to the uſual Acceptation of the Word, isa Pretence, 
to Inſpiration and immediate Revelation from God, 
either contrary to the written Word, or what is not 
warrantable by the ſaid Word and right Reaſon ; —- 
And an Enthuſiaſt is one who pretends to this, and 
an immediate and infallible Conduct of the Spirit in 
Whole or in Part, as to Faith and Practice. Hence 
it appears how far you have been from Exactneſs 
in the very firſt Line of the Paragraph, wherein you 
bring the Proof mentioned, in ſaying, The whole 
Scheme of Enthuſiaſm or Deluſion is built upon what 
Mr. Edwards ſays; as if they were the ſame Thing, 
and of equal Extent. For tho” all Enthufiaſm is De- 
luſion, yet every Deluſion is not commonly nor can 
properly be termed Enthuſiaſm. If you mean, that 
the Poſition. you, alledge upon Mr. Edwards is the 
Foundation of all Deluſion, as well as Enthuſiaſm ; 
this makes your Charge yet more extravagant. 
All that can be well faid, to ſhew to the. Vulgar 
what is meant by Imagination and imaginary Ideas, 
is to caution. them, that they are not taken in this 
Argument for that which is fictitious, feigned, and 
what is not real; but. by Imagination 1s meant that 
Power or Faculty in Man, which recalls the Ideas of 
' ſenſible Objects after they are gone, and preſents them 
from Time to Time tothe Underſtanding, as fit Mat- 
ter of Thought: And thoſe Images ſo preſented 2 


WH 


| the Underftanding, as they are formed in tlie Mnagi- 


nation, whether in the preciſe Order they ſtruck our 
Senſes or not, are what Mr. Edwards calls imaginary 


Ideas. Hence it appears how far you are from 


ſpeaking like a Philoſopher, when you ſpeak ſo often 


of a_ ſenſible Repreſentation of Things in and upon the 


Imagination; particularly, Pages 12, 13. Whatever 
Repeſentation is in and upon the Imagination is not 
ſenſible,” or then the Object of any of the Senſes; 
but is made unto the Underſtanding -when ſenſible 
Repreſentations are removed, and received by it. 
You ſhould alſo have known, that theſe Philoſophers 


who maintain, Nihil eſt in intellectu, quod non fuit 
pbprius in ſenſibus, deny and difown all the Conſequen- 


ces you appear inclined to draw from this Poſition; 
which tho' you have had in your Eye, yet do not 
ſeem _ to underſtand, as it is limited and exphain'd 
b them. N "IE N n = e 
| 7 now to the * you bring againſt Mr. 
Edwards Sermon, as tending to-eſtabliſh mere Enthu- 
fiaſm, c. I anſwer; Mr. Edwards ſays not one Word 
of what you alledge upon him, as the'Evidence of 
ou Charge againſt his Sermon: — He fays not one 
ord in this Argument, but what moſt learned, emi- 
nent and orthodox Divines have ſaid before him. 
And, if he had faid all as groſly as you alledge, it 
is. not the Foundation upon which the whole Scheme 
of Enthuſiaſm and Deluſion is built, nor hath an 
natural and neceſſary Tendeney to it. If theſe Three 
be ſufficiently: proved, your firſt Argument for eſta- 
bliſhing Enthuſiaſm upon this Sermon, muſt go for 
no ĩ . N 
I aſſert, Mr. Edwards ſays nowhere, what you al- 
ledge upon him. He faith not, That Images of ſpi- 
ritual Things muſt be 1 our Fancy, elſe we 
can have no Thought about them ; and that we can 
have no Thought of God, -without ſome viſionary Form 
or Shape repreſented to our Imagination. All. theſe are 
your own Words, and a groſs, W 


of Mr. Edwards. He * faith, as 30 quote Wl 
im, Such is our 3 1 Wwe owt IS of 
Things inviſthle, without a Degree agina- 
5 tion. I dare appeal to any Man of the-greateſt 
% Powers of Mind, whether or no he is able to fix | 
6 his Thoughts on God or Chriſt, or the Things of | 
% another World, without imaginary Ideas attending 
« his Meditation. Every intelligent Perſon will ob: 
ſerve, that there is 4 great Difference betweęn ima- 
inary Ideas attending our Meditations of God, which 
is Mr. Edwards Expreſſion; and imaginary Ideas of | 
God, which you alledge he faith: A great Diffe- 
rence between his aſſerting, We cannot think of Things | 
inuiſible, without ſome Degree of Imagination, and, 
in another Place, without ſome Exerciſe of this Paculs | 
25; and what you alledge upon him, That: we can 
baue no Thought of ſpiritual Things, unleſe the Image | 
of them be repreſented to our Fancy; and, That un 
£an have no Thought of God, without ſome wiſionary | 
Form or Shape repreſented to our Imagination. Mr. Ed. g 


alledge in perverting them; and therefore all your 
8 — is not againſt any Thing Mr. EA. 


wards ſaith, but againſt the perverted Meaning of 
his Words. I appeal to yourſelf, if you can think 
upon the * — Perfections of God, or upon his 
Perfections figuratively repreſented to us, without 
imaginary Ideas attending your Meditations. For In- 
ſtance; Can you think upon the Spirienality of the 
Divine Nature, without the imaginary Idea of a Bo- 
dy, which is an Imperfection, and which your Un- 
derſtanding muſt remove from your Conception af 
God, in thinking upon this Perfection? Can you 
think upon his nmenſity, without an imaginary To 
dea of being limited to a certain Place, which is an 
Imperfection, and which your Underſtanding muſt 
remove altogether from your Conception of  Gad? | 
Can you think upon any of the metaphorical and 
Agurative Expreſſions in che holy Scriptures of rcd 
15 . er- 
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perfections, ſuch as the Hand, Arm, Eyes of the 
Lord, c. without an imaginary Idea of the Meta- 
phors or Figures expreſſing theſe. Perfections to, us? 


All this ought to be done without any the leaſt ima- 


' ginary Idea of God; and yet chere cannot but be 


Imaginary Ideas, rho” not of him, attending theſe 
our Meditations upon him. e 
2dly, 1aſſert, That Mr. Edwards hath ſaid nothing 
in theſe his Words, you have ſo unfairly Wreſted, but 
hat the beſt and ableſt of our Divines have ſaid be- 
ore him, and much in the ſame Terms; of which 
I might give many Inſtances. | 


Judicious Flavel, Vol. 1. Edinburgh Edition 17 37, 
Page 328. obſerves, Truth now is forcèd in Com- 


„ pliance with our Weakneſs, and Diſtance from the 


« Fountain, to deſcend from Heaven under Vails, 
« Shadows and Umbrages, thereby to contract ſome 
« kind of Affinity with our Fancy and exterior Sen- 
« es firſt, that ſo it may with more. Advantage 
« tranſmit itſelf to our Underſtandings. It muſt 
% come under ſome Vail or other to us, whilſt we 


are yail'd with Mortality; - becauſe the Soul cannot 


« behold it in its native Luſtre, nor converſe other- 
%% 5. 

Anthony Burgeſs, in his Book upon Original Sin, 
Page 355. faith, © Theſe Forms and Repreſentations 


«ia the Fancy: when we think of God; arſe lem 
ce the natural Conſtitution. of Man, ſo that it cannot 


c be ayoided: It doth ariſe from our finite and cor» 


+ pore Nature, whereby nothing can come into 
460 


he Underſtanding before it hath been in the Senſe 


« and the Imagination. Ver it is the Duty of the 
% Underſtanding to expel them, and to conceive of 


6 God without any corporeal Form, as 4 Spirit of 
r 
Mr. Charnock, a Man of the greateſt Learning and 
Reading, not only ſpeaks much in the fame Terms 
with Mz Edwards, but explains and illuſtrates what 


& +] 4 Page 


he faith at great Length We 1. London Edition 1684, 


\ 


Page 118. *© Since, by the Condition of our 
« Nature, nothing erects a Notion of itſelf in our 
« Underſtanding, but as it is conducted in by our 
- « Senſe; God hath ſerved himſelf of thofe Things 
' = which are moſt expoſed to our Senſe, moſt obvi- 
4 ous to our Underſtandings, to give us ſome Ac- | 
. quaintance with his own Nature, and thoſe Things 
« which otherwiſe we were not capable of having 
4 any Notion of.” And again he faith more expreſly, | 
Page 128. Tho'we muſt not conceive of God as | 
of a human or-corporeal Shape, yet we cannot | 
«-think'of God without ſome Reflexion upon our 
on Being.—— While we are in the Body, and ſur- 
«© rounded with fleſhly Matter, we cannot think of | 
„Things without ſome Help from we” Lv Repre- 
4 ſentations: Something of Senſe will interpoſe it- 
4 ſelf, in our pureſt Conceptions of ſpiritual Things. 
This Subject 1s explained by him in the 123, 124, & 
125. Pages. From theſe Inſtances you may ſee, Mr. 
Edwards is not the firſt who hath aſſerted, That we 
cannot think of Things inviſible, without imaginary 
Ideas attending our Meditations; and that this is vaſt- 
ty diſtant from admitting imaginary Ideas of God, 
Which you endeavour to wreſt Mr. Edwards Words | 
unto: And that you may as well adduce the Words | 
of theſe great Saints, to prove that it is the maniſeſt 
Deſign of their Works, to overthrow the very Founda- 
tion of Faith, and all practical Godlineſs, and to eſta- 
| Gliſh mere Enthuſtaſm, and ſtrong — Hl in the Room 
' of the true Religion, revealed and required in the Nord; 
as you adduce the fame Expreſſions of Mr. Edwards | 
to prove this Charge againſt his Sermon. 
33410, I aſſert, Mr. Edwards Poſition, you put ſo | 
many forced Meanings upon, taken -with all your | 
Perverfions of it, is not the Foundation upon which 
the whole Scheme of Enthuſiaſm and Delufion is 
built, and is not Proof and Evidence of the black | 
Charge you bring againſt this Sermon; for theſe two 
. good Reaſons: Firſt, There have been ſome _ a 
| Ep» 1 8 Fw ticks, 
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gcks, who have had theſe groſs and abominable No- 
tions, you unjuſtly charge upon Mr. Edwards, whe 


were very far from Enthuſiaſm ; ſuch as Voſtius and 
other Hereticks. 2dly, Many Enthufiaſts, if not the 
moſt of them, and many others under the Deluſion 
of Error, have been orthodox and ſound as to the 
Spirituality of God. Youare the firſt Author of fuch 
an extravagant Aſſertion, of which alſo you bring 
not the leaſt Evidence. Thus far concerning your 
firſt Proof, which I imagine will now appear even 


to yourſelf in every Shape inſufficient. | 
Tho' your Afﬀter-reafoning doth not affect any 
Thing faid by Mr. Edwards, yet it would be too 


great Indolence not to obſerve ſeveral Blunders you 


have committed, both in n and Divinity. _ 
* Firſt, You aſſert, That if we have any imaginary 
Idea of Chriſt (for this you all alongſt make thefame 


Y with the nonſenſical Term of a ſenſible Repreſenta- 


tion upon the Imagination) we do that wery Moment 
think upon a falſe Chriſt, Now, Sir, Is not the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus true and very Man? Had he not a true 3o- 
dy whilſt he was here upon Earth? Hath he not that 
fame Body now in Heaven? Can you, or any 175 


elſe, think upon him really as he is, God-Man, with? 
out an imaginary Idea of it? Can you think of him 
ſcourged by Pilate, crowned with Thorns, led to 
Mount Calvary, and there crucified, without an ima- 
ginary Idea of him? How can you ſay, This will 
e to think upon a falſe Chriſt ; when you cannot 
think upon the true Chriſt, but as God-Man, in two 
diſtin Natures, and one Perſon for ever? Unlefs 
you ſet up for the Hereſy, That Jeſus Chriſt had a 
human Body only in Appearance, and not in Reality; 
or that his Body, now in Heaven, hath none of the 
eſſential Properties of a real Body. Hence. 
24dly, Your Blunder continues in the Inſtance you 
give of the Act of Believing or Receiving Chriſt, as 
revealed and exhibited-in the Goſpel-promiſe. Is he 
not revealed and — as God-Man? Can Tu 
| 2 5 t 


5 
chink then juſtly-upon him, without an imaginary. 
Idea of him as Man? Can you receive him as of- 
fered, without this? You ſay, P. 13. This would be 
a ſeeing of a ſenſible Object. Well faid, Sir, you are 
the firſt Philoſopher who ever advanced, that to have 
an imaginary Idea of an abſent Man, was to fee a 
ſenſible Object. The Boys in the logical Claſs can 
tell you, That by our bodily Senſes we apprehend 
bodily Things preſent, and by our Imagination we 
app rehend Things abſent. | 
3aly, Neither is it true, That all who have had 
the leaſt viſionary Repreſentation of God, or of 
Chriſt, formed in their Imagination, did that very 
Moment think upon a falſe God, and a falſe Chriſt, 
as you, Without due Reflexion, aſſert. Daniel had a 
viſionary Repreſentation of God in his Imagination, 
Dan. vii. 9. and John, of Jeſus Chriſt, in the firſt of 
the Revelation. Will you ſay, that while they had 
it, reflected upon it afterwards, and related it, they 
Vs upon a falſe God, and upon a falſe Chriſt ? 
Ahl, Your Aſſertion, That our Senſes and Imagi- 
nation cannot aſſiſt us at all in thinking upon the Divine 
Nature and Perfections, is in flat Contradiction to what 
the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, Romans i. 20. For the inviſible 
TOR of him, from the Creation of the World, are 
clearly” ſeen, being underſtood by the Things that are 
made, even his eternal Power and Godhead. 'Tho' 
there can be no Repreſentation formed on the Imagi- | 
nation of the Eternity, Omnipreſence, Omniſcience 
and Omnipotence of God; yet our Senſes and Ima- 
gination are greatly helpful to bring us to the Know- 
2 of the Divine Nature and Perfections; as the 
Apoſtle declares, not only in the Scripture quoted, 
but alſo Acts xvii. 27. 
Lou conclude your Argument thus; And indeed 
the viſionary Repreſentation of inviſible Objects in the | 


Imagination, hath been at the Bottom of all the Delu- | | 


2 85 that have ever hitherto taken place in the World. 
ow, Sir, hath it been at the Bottom of the Socinian | 
Errors 


Arrors and Deluſions, particularly their denying the 
Perſonality of the Holy Spirit? Hath it been av the - 
Bottom of the Deluſions of the Sadducees antient anỹd 
modern, who acknowledge neither Angel nor Spirit? 
Is it at the Bottom of the Deluſion of Deiſts and In- 
dels, who deny all Inſpiration and Revelation, and 
of an Hundred other Deluſions, which have no Con- 
nection with this? When you wrote this, you ſhould 
have reflected, that you were not now giving a doctri- 
nal Teſtimony to your Hearers, but writing to many, 
who will not admit what you ſay without their being 
ſatisfied as to the Truth of it. You add, and it is 
the fertile Source of all ſatanical Impoſture. Now,, Sir, 
bath not. this been, where it was not the Source of 
any fatanical Impoſture ; as in the Inſtance of the Pro- 
tomartyr Stephen, Acts vii. and other Inſtances already 
given? Will you ſay it was the Source of ſatanical 
Impoſture in theſe worthy Saints, and reforming Mini- 
ſters, mentioned by Mr. Robert Fleming and others, 
of which I could give you plenty of Inftances ? 1 
i- MF ſhallonly name one mentioned by Mr. Fleming in his 
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26 Scripture-truth confirmed, Edin. Edit. 1732, Pages 171. 
1 and 172. Mr. Robert Scot, a truly godly and able Mini- 
le 


ſter of Chriſt at Glaſgow, died January 18th 1629. 
„And, a little before his Death, he lay ſometime as 
in a Kind of Trance, and, after his awaking out of 
* it, took off his Night-cap, and threw it to the Bed- 
* foot, and cried out, I have now ſeen the Lord, 
and heard him ſay, Make Way for my faithful 
« Servant Mr. Robert Scot, bidding his Friends Fare- 
«© well; and then after died. Be all this as it will, 
Mr. Edwards hath not one Syllable either of viſionary 
Repreſentation, or ſenſible Repreſentation of inviſible 
Objects upon the Imagination ; and therefore your 
Inferences, true or falſe, do not in the leaſt affect an 
Thing ſaid by him. : 

The ſecond Proof you adduce, of your Charge of 
FEnthuſiaſim againſt Mr. Edwards Sermon, is yet a 
more aſtoniſhing Perverſion of his Words. If I had 
. not 
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| Repreſentation of dreadful Objects upon the Imagi- | 


Mr. Edwards ſay in the very Paſſage you quote, that 


i . 9 
not ſeen it, I could not have believed that you, or any 
Man pretending to Candour and common Honeſty, 
could have been guilty of it, to ſerve any End what- 
ever. You fay, Mr. Edwards acknowledges, that this 
Work is begun by Repreſentation of dreadful Object: 
upon the Imagination, which, aſter violent bodily Agi- 
rations, + are-- ſucceeded by imaginary or viſionary Re- ; I 
preſentations, ſeemingly more agreeable, In all this 
you groſly miſrepreſent Mr. Edwards. _ 
For he nowhere faith, That this) Work is begun by | 
Ropreſentation of dread ful Objects upon the Imagination, 
ſuch as material Flames, which thi Diſtreſſed appre- 
hend to be the Flames of Hell-fire; and the dreadful 
Pit of Deſtruction, of ꝛbhich they have a viſionary 
Repreſentation, as you alledge he doth. — He is ſo far 
from faying- any Thing like this, that he faith the 
contrary in moſt expreſs Terms, London Edition 
p. 4). Edinb. Edit. p. 53. Of the Multitude of thoſe 
% of the former Sort, that I have had Opportunity 
< to obſerve, and have been acquainted with, there 

„ have been very few, but by all that could be ob- 
5 ſerved in them, in the Time of it, or afterwards, | 
their Diſtreſs has ariſen from real proper Con- 

« viction; and a being in a Degree ſenſible of that 
*. Which was the Truth. Alas for you, my Bro- 
ther! Could you ſee this Paſſage, and yet write, that 

Mr. Edwards acknowledgeth this Work is begun by 


* 
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« 


« 
* 


nation? Had you no Remembrance of the God of 
Truth, whoſe Eyes are upon the Truth, and to 
whom all Falſifying is an Abomination? Doth not 


this Work is begun in a diftin& Sight of Sin, which 
is followed with a Sight of God's dreadful Wrath 
due to them becauſe of it? I ſhall: preſent the 
Reader with the Paſſage as it is in Mr. Edward, Ser- 
mon, Lond. Edit. p. 48. Edinb. Edit. p. 54. Thoſe 
« that are in ſuch Extremity, commonly expreſs a 
„great Senſe of their exceeding Wickedn 1s, xg 


„ and the dreadfuf 


A (5355) 
e Multitude and 8 of their actual Sins, 
J verſeneſs of their Hearts, and a dreadful Obſti- 
J nacy and Hardneſs of Heart, a Senſe: of their 
ec great Guilt in the Sight of God, and the Dread- 
« fulneſs of the Puniſhment that Sin expoſes to. 
And then follow the Words you quote; Very of- 
« ten they have a lively Idea of the horrible Pit. of 
« eternal Miſery, c. — If you had not skipped 
over and left out theſe Words of Mr. Edwards, the 
Reader would have ſeen that he doth not ſay, or 
acknowledge, that this Work is. begun. with a Sight- 
and Senſe of the Wrath of God, but with a Sight 
and Senſe of the Evil of Sin; and hence, that the 
Apprehenſion and Fear of Wrath and Deſtruction, 
the Diſtreſſed have, are not without Ground, but 
juſt and reaſonable.— This would have prevented 
our miſrepreſenting what Mr. Edwards faith is the 
Be zinning and Riſe of this Wark upon the Diſtreſſed. 
The Paſſage itſelf, that you quote, you not only 
further pervert in the moſt ſhamleſs Way, but leave 
out ſeveral Sentences, . which would have ſhewn - 
your wreſting them to a Meaning they are not capable 
of, It is in Mr. Edwards. Sermon as followeth ; 
«© They have a lively Idea of the horrible Pit of e- 
«, ternal Miſery ; and at the ſame Time it appears to 
ce them, that a great God, that hath them in his Hands, 
« 1s exceeding angry with them. His Wrath appears 
«* amazingly terrible to them. God appeanng to them 
“ ſo much provoked, and his great Wrath ſo incen- 
« ſed; they are apprehenſive of great Danger, that he 
* will not bear with them any longer, but wilb now 
« forthwith cut them. off, and ſend them down te 
* the dreadful Pit they have in View; at the fame 
« Time ſeeing no Refuge.” The following Sentence 
you skip over, as what would have ſhewn your 
Unfair-dealing, if there had been no more. It runs 
thus; © They ſee more and more of the Vanity of 
« every Thing they uſed to truſt to, and flattex - 
FF „ 6" thee. 


FF 
* themſelves in; till they are brought wholly to de- 


* ſpair in all, and to ſee they are at the Diſpoſal of 
the mere Will of that God, that is ſo angry at 
„ them.” And then follows the broken Sentence 
| you ſet down: And even that, with leaving out ſome 


Words, would have ſhown that their Extremity is 


not begun with a Repreſentation of dreadful Objects 
upon their Imagination. The Words are, as in Mr. 
Edwards; Very many, in the midſt of their Extremi- 


ty, have been brought to an extraordinary Senſe of | 


their fully deſerving that Wrath and Deſtruction which 
is then before their Eyes, You. think beſt to leave 
-out, That they are brought to this in. the midſt of 
their Extremity ; becauſe it contradicts your fay- 
-ing, Mr. Edwards acknowledgeth this Work is. be- 
gun with it. SST, : . 


Now, I appeal to every unprejudiſed and honeſt 
Mind, whether the obvious Meaning of theſe Words 
is, that they have a lively ſenſible Repreſentation car- 
ried in upon their Imagination of material Flames, that 
they apprehend to be the Flames of Hell-fire? Is there 
the leaſt Word inſinuating that Satan works them up 


to Horror and Deſpair? Is there the leaſt Word of 


their having a viſionary Repreſentation of the dread- 


ful Pit? This can be no more gathered from Mr. Ed- 
wards faying, that they have a lively Idea of the 


borrible Pit of eternal Miſery that they have in their 


View; that they have Wrath and Deſtruction before 


their Eyes; than it can be gathered from his ſaying, 
That God appeareth provoked with them; that they 


ſee the Vanity of all they formerly truſted to; that 


they ſee that they are at the Diſpoſal of the mere 


Will of God; than it can be gathered, I ſay, from 


ſach Expreſſions, . that they have a viſionary View 
of all theſe Things. Is it not evident, Mr. Edwards, 
in this whole Period, ſpeaks of a ſpiritual Sight from 
the Law of God, in the manifeſting Light of the 


Holy Spirit? Does he not all along ſpeak in Scripture- 
terms, or agreeably to them? If your groſsAlledg- 


Mee 


5 
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ance be the obvious Meaning of ſach Scriptare<terms; 
itisalfo of what Mr. Edwards faith; but not other- 


wiſe.-c- Do not Tome of otir beſt Preachers ſpeak in 


his Terms, yea, much ftronger ? — But did it ever 


enter into the Head. of any one, to give ſuch a Mean- 
ing of their Words, as you have done of Mr. Ed- 
wards' 7-— Becauſe I write, to undeceive the Popu- 
face, and thefe of final Underſtanding, who are the 


vou; 1 thall give an Inftance or two from 

you will not except againſt. The firſt is from Mr. 
Shepherd, one of theſe you refer to in your Review. 
In his Sound Believer, p. 22. he faith, But when it ſees 
the bottomleſs Pit before it, everlaſting Fire before it, for 


only Perſons in danger of being impoſed upon by 
ou on 


the leaſt Sin; now it ſees the hainous Evil of Sin. It ſees 
there are endleſs Moes and everlaſting Death that ly in 


wait for it. 35 And, together with this real Sight of 
Sin, the Soul doth not ſee painted Fire, but ſees the Fire 


vf God's Wrath really. Now, Dear Sir, hach the Paſſage 


from Mr. Eduards Sermon any other obvious Mean- 


ing thin theſe Expreffions of Mr. Shepherd's have? 


The other Inftance is from a Sermon of Mr. Ralph 
Erstinè s, intituled, The giving Love af Chrift, p. 33- 
And oh that the Spirit of God would convince you af 


Sin, and let you fee that you are lying at the very 


Month of Hell, ready to tumble into the Pit of eter- 
nal Torments ! — What would you fay of the Man 
who would put your obvious Meaning upon your 
Friend's Words, which are as capable of it as theſe 
of Mr. £4wards' ? And 1s it poſſible you could write 
what followeth without fomeStruggle and Remorſe? 


VI bad ventured to give ſuch an Account as this of 


the Spring and Riſe of what they call their Conviftions, 


they would be ready to call it in queſtion; but 1 72 4 


poſe none will diſcredit the Account when it comes from 


Mr. Edwards, 8&c.-— Let the Reader now judge 


whether. the Account you give be Mr. Edwards or 


yours.-=- Pray, Sir, to whom did you write? Did 
you ſnppoſe your — vere to be only Children 


— 


or 
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or Fools ?. You certainly treat them as ſuch, in ſup- 
poſing they would take the black Account you give 
of this Work, for Mr. Edwards Account of it, con- 
trary to their own Sight. leave you to the Reader's 
Cenſure. „ 3 

The corroborative Proof pou bring, that you have 
| given the true Meaning of Mr. Edwards' Words, is 
1mpertinent and inſufficient. It is thus, p. 55. he 
faith, There have been ſome Inſtances very much like 
theſe Demoniacks that we read of, Mark 1. 16. Chap. 
ix. 26. of whom we read, that when Satan had cried 
with a loud Voice, and rent them ſore, he came out of 
them; and probably, ſays he, theſe Inſtances were de- 
ſigned as a Type of ſuch Things as theſe. What you 

ropoſe to prove by this is, That it is the obvious 
eaning of Mr. Edwards Words, that this Work 
began with all the diſtreſſed Subjects of it, by Re- 
preſentations of dreadful Objects upon their Imagi- 
nation, ſuch as the material Flames of Hell. Pray, 
Sir, how doth this Paſſage ſhow that you have given 
the true Meaning of Mr. Edwards Words? — Had 


theſe Demoniacks Repreſentations of ſuch dreadful - 


Objects upon their Imagination? Doth either the Scri- 
Pture or Mr. Edwards fay they had? Or doth Mr. 
Edwards ſay this of theſe few Inſtances, whom he 
compares to theſe Demoniacks in the Circumſtance 
of their Deliverance ? — If he had faid all this of 
theſe few, it would not have proved what you al- 
ledge, namely, That Mr. Edwards faith that this was 


the Caſe of all the Diſtreſſed of whom he ſpeaks in 


the former Paſſage; ſeeing that what he aſcribes to 
theſe few, was peculiar to them, and wherein they 
were diſtinguiſhed from all others. 8 


You further proceed, p. 15. ſhame fully to pervert 


Mr. Edwards Words, in comparing theſe few In- 
fances of the Diſtreſſed to the Demoniacks mentioned. 
Mr. Edwards compares them only in one Particular, 
namely, in this; That as when Satan had cried out 
with a loud Voice, and rent them ſore, he came 5 of 
3 » | v m 


4 


* 
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hy Mr. Ralph Erskine goes, when, in his memorable 
8 Letter to Mr. Weſley a Miniſter 'of the Church of 
85 England, he ſays (a), The laſt Inſtance yon give 
"4 « give of ſome ſtruggling as in the Agonies of Death, 
te and in ſuch a Manner as that Four or Fiveſtrong Men 
D « can hardly reſtrain a weak Woman from hurting 
17 « herſelf or others; — this is to me ſomewhat more 
of « inexplicable, if it do not reſemble the Child ſpoke 
4 „of, Mark ix. 26. and Lake ix. 42. of whom it is 
al « faid, that, while he was yet coming, the Devil 
4 * threw him down and tare him. exc.” Mr. Edwards 
k reſtricts the Compariſon to the above-mentioned Par- 
al ticular; as is evident, not only from his own expreſs 
4 Words, but from his Reference to the Inſtance of the 
; Demoniack, Mark i. 26. as well as to the other, Mark 
1x. 26.— Now, theſe two Inſtances agree only in this 
4 preciſe Point noticed in the 26th Verſe of both theſe 
1 Chapters, and which Mr. Edwards only quotes and re- 
i fers to, viz. That when the Devil had cried with a louc 
* Voice, and rent them ſore, he came out of them. 
8 There is no mention of the Effects of the Diabo- 
4 lical Poſſeſſion mentioned in the Inſtance, Mark ix. 
: to have been in the Demoniack, Mark i. — From all 


which it is evident how unfairly you deal, in making 


aa” .v 


_ tween the Effects upon the Demoniack, Mark ix. and 


wherein both the Demoniacks were alike. _. 

What you add is equally unfair, namely, That: 
Mr. Edwards connetts ſuch bodily Agonies with the Marks 
of the true Spirit. This he nowhere doth from one End 
of his Sermon to the other, He indeed ſheweth, Lond. 
| Edit. p. 17. Edinb. Edit: p. 21. That bodily Ago- 
| e a e 

la) Weſfley's Journal, p. 62. une 1739. 


zem; ſo fot few, after a ſevere Fit of bodily Diſtreſs 
cauſed by their Convictions, © were delivered by the Grace 
of Jeſus Chriſt. And thus far, at leaſt, your Friend 


Mr. Edwards Gompariſon to conſiſt in a Likeneſs be- 


the bodily Diſtreſſes of the Few he mentions, which 
he never meant; his Words expreſly reſtricting the 
Compariſon to the preciſe Point already mentioned, 
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nies is no Argument to prove, that Perſens under them 
koi not. under the Inflyence of the Spirit of God; 
but doth not connect them, as you alledge, with 
the Marks of the true Spirit: Yea, he expreſly faith, 
laſt-quoted Page, We can t conclude that Perſons are 
under the Influence of the true Spirit, becauſe we ſee 
ſuch Effects upon their Bodies, becauſe this is not given 
2s. a Mark of the true Spirit. J have a better Opinion 
of ſome of your Party, than not to think that they'll 
bluſh on your behalf, at the reading of this, whate 
ever you may do. * | 


* 


: | 0 
From all this tis obvious, how much you wrong 
this good Man, in ſaying, That he makes the Work 
7 Satan wy of he Work of the Spirit of God. 

Je faith indeed, That Satan's being forced to come 
gut of theſe Demoniacks, no more for ever to enter 
into them, at our Lord's Command, and his crying 
out and. renting them ſore at his going out, might 
probably be deſigned for a Type of ſuch Things as 
theſe. So that it is not the Devil's Work in torment- 
ing at Times one of theſe Demoniacks, as you miſ- 
* but Chriſt's Work in caſting the De- 
Vils out of both theſe Demoniacks, permitting them 
to rent them ſore at their coming out, that his Power 
in caſting them out againſt their Wills, might be the 
more conſpicuous; tis this laſt, Mr. Edwards faith 
might PRO BAB LV be intended to be a Type of 
Chriſt's delivering Sinners by his Spirit, from the ſpi- 

ritual Power and Dominion of the Bevil, in ſuch 
particular Circumſtances. What Mr. Edwards advan- 
ceth. only. as a probable Opinion, others have ſaid 
it before him in pretty poſitive Terms. Chimnitius 
upon Mark 1x. and the parallel Places, ſays, In allthis 
thereis a Type: evidently ſhadowing out. ta us our ſpirit: * 
. Zual Deliverance from the Kingdom. of Satan. — And 

Jerome thinks that the Devil renting the Demoniack, 

Mark i. 26. When he was caſt out, ſignifies, that, 
when he is forced to let a Sinner go from under his 
ſpiritual Dominion, he will ſet upon the Sinner more 
violently, = And now, after all, the Reader Wy 
| | judge 


and, if he had, it would have been no 


W 
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wards: Words, whether you have beſt. Reaſo 

apply them to him who. faith, That Chriſt's caſting 
the Devil out of theſe Demoniacks, and permitting 
him to rent them ſore at that Time, might P RO- 


theſe; or to ourſelf, .who. aſcribe a Work of Con- 
viction and Converſion: upon many, which is the 
peculiar Work of the Holy Spirit, to an unclean Spi- 


Flere you break your Argument in the Middle, ta. 
have a Hit at the Reverend Mr. Webſter ;. but, as it 
is in your uſual Way of peryerting and wreſtin 
Words, you, touch him not. Mr. Webſter, p. 32.0 


BABL Y be intended for 2 ſach Things aas 


his excellent Letter, having ſaid, “ That, what» 
* ever Judgment we form of ſuch whoſe Concern is 


5 attended with unuſual. Symptoms, it can never 


* founda general Charge, nor weaken the Argument 


« for the Genuinneſs of this Work g's. to o- 
5 


“ thers.— He gives this Reaſon for it; For allow- 


ing that Satan, who no doubt is preſent at ſuck 


Meetings of the Sons of God, was permitted to 
«© harraſs ſeveral Perſons in this extraordinary Manner, 
* it would no more prove the Work in general de- 
“ luſive or diabolical, than the Charge could be 


* brought againſt our Saviour, and ſuch as through 


© his Word believed on God; — Satan being then 
66 permitted to tear Multitudes, and caſt them. down. 
to the Ground,” e 1 3 
Mr. Webſter's. Thought is far from being extrava- 
gant as you call it, but very juſt. It hath no Aﬀini- 
y with Mr. Edwards Remark, and there is no Rea- 
ſon to think he took the Hint from it, as 8 
| Reproach. u- 
pon him, He deth not ſay that Satan was permitted 
to tear Multitudes of theſe who thro' the Word of 
Chriſt believed on God, as you wreſt his Words; 
ſuch a Senſę put upon them would make them Non- 
ſenſe indeed. For in his Argument, chat proceeds 
1 upon 


. 


upon the Suppoſition that all theſe-Perfons, whoſe 
Concern is attended with unuſual Symptoms, were 
under diabolical-Influence, he faith, It would be no 
Argument to prove that the Many, who were not 
under thoſe Symptoms, were not converted by the 
Spirit of God; more than it would be an Argument 
againſt their real Converſion who believed on God 
thro' Chriſt's Word, becauſe that Satan caſt down and 
fare Multitudes, by the Permiſſion of God, in Chriſt's 
Preſence, and where he had been teaching. The 
parallel Branches of his Argument are, the Numbers 
who are converted at this Time without unuſual - 
Symptoms attending their Concern ; and theſe in our 
Saviour's Time who believed on God thro' his Word, 
and never had been under any diabolical Poſſeſſion. 
The ſecond parallel Branch is, theſe who have at this 
Time had unuſuaSymptoms attending their Concern, 
from whoſe Caſe the Objection againſt this Work is 
taken; and theſe Demonziacks that were caſt down to 
the Ground and torn in our Saviour's Preſence. From 
this tis evident, that Mr. Webſter doth neither aſſert 
nor inſinuate that Satan was permitted to caſt down 
and tear Multitudes of them who believed upon God. 
This wreſted Meaning you put upon his Words, either 
thro' your not underftanding his Argument, or ſome 
worſe Cauſe, is obviouſly childiſh. As to what you 
fay afterwards, That neither Mr. Webſter, nor any for 
him, will be capable to make good, that Satan caſt 
down to the Ground, and tare one, at any of Chriſt's 
Sermons, let be Multitudas. One of the Inſtances un- 
der Conſideration proves this as to one: For it was 
in the Synagogue at Capernaum, when Chriſt was 
preaching or teaching, as it is expreſly ſaid, Mark 
1. 21. that the Demoniac there was caſt down to the 
Ground and ſore rent. Multitudes of theſe Demo- 
niacłs were brought to our Saviour to be cured, where 
he was preaching; but the Cure was ordinarily delay- 
- ed until his Sermons were ended, as you may ſee, 
Tuke vi. 17, 18. And is it very probable that the tor- 
4 1 menting 


* 


— > 
* 


—— 


—ů —— — L—lᷣ — 
- — 


Er p — OO OT ee ü l WT ny — — 8 
2 * — ——— — 


CT ꝛ — .⅛êm—— ũꝶ ꝶͥ—é 


— „ 


menting Effects of the Poſſeſſion ceaſed during our 


Saviour's Sermons, and not rather that the Devil 


would rage the more, knowing that his Time was 
but ſhort * Whereas you conclude, -< Tis plain, that 
% Satan was diſpoſſeſſed before any ſuch believed, 
« and that he never after wards tare or caſt them 
« down; This, whether true. or falſe, makes no- 
thing againſt Mr. Webſter, » who controverts neither 
the one or the other. Vou had much better gone 
on with your fanciful Account, than interrupted it 
with this weak Sally. ITE WE tu 3+ > a 
Fou return to your Narrative, and give ſuch ano- 
ther Deſcription of the Outgate of theſe ſpiritually di- 
ſtreſs'd Perfons, as you have given of their Diſtreſs, 
pretending you have it from Mr. Edwards. Than 
which nothing can be more falſe; for it is directly 
contrary to what he expreſly ſaith of it in his Ser- 
mon. You ſay, That, in their Extremity, they deſire 
and wiſh for Eaſe at any Rate. Where doth Mr. Ed- 
wards ſay this? In none of the Paſſages. you quote 
from him, nor in any other Part of his Sermon. 
How can you then ſay ſo confidently, that this is 
exactly agreeable to Mr. Edwards own Account? 
He aſſerts in expreſs Terms the contrary, That they 


have got ſuch Scripture-views of the Sovereignty of God, 


whereby their Minds have been calmed, and they have 
been brought as it were to If at God's Foot; and after 
great Agonies, à little before Light has ariſen, they 


have been compoſed: and quiet, 'in-a kind of Submiſſion 


to 4 Juſt and ſovereign God. It will be the more aſto- 


niſhing to the Reader, that this Paſſage could not but 


be in your Eye, ſeeing it immediately preceeds tliat 

you quote from Mr. Edwards, and upon which you 
pretend to found your Account. And again he ſaith, 
Lond. Edit. P. 37. Edinb. Edit. P. 42. Such are earneſt- 


ly concern d for their eternal Salvation, and ſenſible of 


their Need of God's Pity and Help, and engaged to ſeek 
it in the Uſe of the Means that God hath appointed, 
1s this like People who deſire and wiſh'for Eaſe at 


any Rate? No, Sir, it is not Eaſe; but Healing and 
Salvation, they defire and with for. I have had ma- 
ny in theſe Circumſtances with me, who have pro- 
feſſed, that they would not have been without the 
pouy Sight of theix Sin and Danger, they had beeti 
ronght to, for a World; and that defired not 
Deliverance from it, but in the Lord's Way, and not 
until his Time. And ſuch were theſe Mr. Edward} 
fpeaks of, by the Account he gives of thein. 
>. You proceed, by ſaying, That Satan finding them 
thus prepared, he ſuits the Deliverance to the Nature of 
#heWork, by making # Repreſentation upon their Ima- 
gization, of what appears moſt agreeable to their Sen: 
„ atcended with a ſtrong Perſwaſon of the Reality 
of what they ſee and hear, and conſequently that they 
| wre really converted (the Strength of the Deluſion lying 
there) and fo they come to be filled with extatick Joys 
und Raptures.-— And then you conclude, This is ex- 
atfly agreeable to Mr. Edwards Account of their Out- 
gate, P.55. If you had given the whole Account of 
their Outgate as in Mr. Edwards, every ſerious Per- 
ſon' would have withed to have found the ſame Ope- 
rations upon his own Soul. And now, my dear Sir, 
{ ſhall give the whole Paſſage as it is in Mr. Edwards, 
and leave it to the Reader to judge, if the Account 
2 give of their Outgate be exactly agreeable to 
Mr. Edwards' Account of it, or if it be not in every 
Clauſe contrary to it. Aud then Light has appeared, 
and a glorious Redeemer, with his wonderful, all-ſuff- 
cient Grace, has been tepreſented to them often, in ſome 
fweet Invitation of Scripture. Sometimes the Light 
comes in ſuddenly, ſometimes more gradually ; filling 
their Souls with Love, Admiration, Joy, [Here Mr, 
Fiſber ſtops with exc.] aud Self-abaſement, drawing 
forth their Hearts in Longing after the excellent lovel 
Redeemer, and Longings to ly in the Duſt before him; 
aud Longings that others might behold him, and em- 
. brace him, and be delivered by him; and Longings to 
live to his Glory; but. ſenſible that they can do nothing 
| „ | of 
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F themſelves, appearing vile in their own Eyes, "dtd 
having much of a Jealouſy over their own Hearts. Aud 
ail the Appearances of a real Change of Heart have 
followed; and Grace has acted, from Time to Tims, 
after the ſame Manner that it uſed to act im thoſe that 
were converted formerly, with the like Difficulties, Temp- 
rations, Buſfetings; aud like Comforts ; excepting that, 
in many, Light and Comfort has ben in higher De- 
gree than ordinary. — My dear Friend, ſay yourſelf, . 


3s- your Account of their Outgate exactly agreeableto 


Mr. Edwards Account of it? Is there the leaſt Infi- 
nuation, Sentence or Word in his Account, from 
which you can gather yours? Is there any Thing 
Here like the Work of the'Devil? Doth not every 
Stroke look like the Work of the Holy Spirit? 
- Your Account of their Outgate is as little agreeable. 
to the ſecond Paſſage you cite from Mr. Edward: Ser- 
mon; it is only a broken Sentence, the better to im- 
poſe upon your Readers. The Paſſage in its Con- 
nection is as followeth ;' Lond: Edit. P. 23. Edinb. 
Edit. P. 27. It is no Argument that a Mork is not a 
Work of the Spirit of God, that ſome, that are the Sub- 
Jebts of it, have in ſoine extraordinary Frames been in 
a kind of Extaſy, wherein they have been carried be- 


ond themſelves, and have had their Minds tranſpor- 


ted into a Train of ſtrong and pleaſing Imaginations, 
and kind of Viſions, as tho' they were wrapt up even 
to Heaven, and there ſaw glorious Sights. — Now, let 
the Reader obſerve your Unfair-dealing. For, Firft, - 


Mr. Edwards ſpeaks here of ſome very few in this 
Caſe; you repreſent him here as ſpeaking of all the 


Diſtreſſed. 2dly, Mr. Edwards Deſign is to ſhew, 
that this particular Caſe is no Argument that this 
Work is not. the Work of the Spirit of God; and 
that this particular Caſe may be accounted" for with- 
out bringing the Devil into the Account: All which 
he ſtrongly proves, and ſo as * ogy never be able 
to.overturn, tho''you ſhould have done it, -1f you 
had acted fairly, But yu was wiſer than take any. 
: - a D | Notice 
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Lotice of this. Is then your aſcribing this Work to 
"the Devil, exactly agrecable to Mr. Edwards Account 
of their Outgate ? . 3dly, Mr. Edwards expreſly con- 
demns unk. any Weight upon ſuch Imaginations, 
And ſaith, That there is commonly ſomething in them 
that is confuſed, improper and falſe; and that they 
are not directly from the Spirit of God, but flow 
from the Conſtitution of theſe very few Inſtances. So 
that you have not the leaſt Ground from this Paſſage 
of Mr. Edwards, to ſay that this is the Way of the 
Outgate of the greateſt Part of the Diſtreſſed; nay, 
not ſo much that it is the Way how theſe few come 
to an Outgate : For he is giving no Account of their 
Outgate in this Paragraph. Much leſs have you Rea- 
fon to fay from him, that theſe Imaginations are 
from the Devil, or that theſe Perſons conclude from 
them that they are converted. What you add is a- 
mazing Confidence, That after this they cannot endure 
ro have their Converſion ſo much as queſtioned. Is this 
likewiſe exactly agreeable to Mr. Edwards Account? 
A few Lines below the firſt Paſſage. you quote from 
him, he declares the contrary, That they have much 
of a Jealouſy over their own Hearts, and that they 
have like Difficulties, Buffetings and Temptations with 
theſe formerly converted. The Sum of the Account, 
you lay Mr. Edwards gives, is, That the Devil is the 
Author of their Convictions, and the Author of their 
Outgate ; and that he doth this in a Sermon, where- 
in his profeſſed Deſign is to ſhew that this is not the 
Work of the Devil, but of the Spirit of God. Who 
will belieye a Thing ſo extraordinary and unfeaſible? 
Eredat Judeus apella. 1 Fr 
Your. horrid Abuſe of the Parable, Mat. xii. 43, 
44, 45. in applying it to the Perſons Mr. Edwards 
gives an Account of, is now obvious. The Caſe 
you apply it to is none of theirs, Whatever is the 
ope of the Parable, it can only be applied to Caſes 
ſimilar to that of the Generation to which our bleſ- 


| kd Lord apples h; as is plain from his concluding 


their refuſing the Grace of God and to believe on 
_ Chriſt, were in a ſevenfold worſe Condition than 


i, \ 
4 


it this, Even /o * it be to this wicked Generation; 


In a Suitableneſs to this, famous Mr. Dickſon faith, 


That the Scope of it is to ſhew, that this People, by 


I 
Ut, | Co if 
the Goſpel had never been preached to them. 


Tou put a new Line into their Character, not pi- 


ven before, vis. That they always have an Averſion 
to any Teftimony for the viſtble Kingdom of Chriſt, If 


vou mean your Act and Tyfimnenys I did-not know 
that you had intended it fo 


r America, that it had 
come to their Knowledge, and that they had ſhewn 
an Averſion to it. Or is there any other Act and 
Teſtimony in that Country they have ſhewn an A- 
verſion to? Is this exactly agreeable to Mr. Edwards 
Account? In what Part of his Sermon doth he ſay 
or inſinuate any ſuch Thing? I am ſure you can 
point to none. 0 i NT 

Thus I have followed you through the ſecond 


Proof of your Charge againſt this Sermon, and me- 


thinks have made it clear as the Light, that the 
Whole is without Foundation; and that Mr. EA- 
wards doth not acknowledge that this Work is begun 
by Repreſentation of dreadful Ob ſects upon the Imagina- 
tion, which, after violent bodily Agitations, art ſuc- 
ceeded by-imaginary or viſionary Repreſentations ſoem- 
ingly more a — 44 . . bd N 
Wed | — to confider your third Argument to 
prove your Charge, which is, That Mr. Edwards 
ſets aſide Scripture-experientes altogether, from bei 
any Standard, whereby to judge of the Conformity 
our Experiences to the Work of the Spirit of God upon 
others as deſcribed in the Word. There can be nothing 
more groundleſs than this Alledgance. He ſays no- 
thing upon this Article, but what all orthodox Dis 
vines have faid before him, and what every reaſon- 
able unprejudiſed Man would have aſſented to, if 
you had repreſented it fairly. He ſays nothing but 
what: by a Variety of convincing Arguments he 
4 | D 2 Fe, proves, | 


ent 


oves, - which you n have PTE" anda re- 
yor if you could: But you are wiſer than meddle 
with any one of them. The Juſtneſs and Truth of 
what he ſaith upon this Subj ect, and the Abſurdit 

of, what you muſt ſay in contradicting him, as alſo 
"your Honeſty in the Account you give of his Opi- 
Won, will appear by ſetting the one againſt the other. 


5 - What Mr. Edwards faith i is, N What you aſſert i is, 


bat if a Work of Convi- That altho' a Work Cop 
Sieg and Converſion agree viction and Converſion agree 
atith Scripture-inftances in qvith Scripture-inſtances in 
: the Eſſentials of the Work, or the Eſſentials of the Work, or 
in thoſe Things that the Word in thoſe Things that the Word 
45 God has given us as the of God has given us as the 
inguiſbing Signs of 4 25 . — g Signs of a Work 
ork of bis Spirit; it is no. oy WL iri 2 if it vary 


Sign that it is not a Work of in . ance from . 
the Spirit, altbo it differ in | ftances cs d rag ripture, 
. many Circumſtances from all and if there be not a Car 
- Inſtances that have been be- mity A every Circumſtance, 
. fore, either in the RO it cannot be the Work of the 


or elſecvbere. | yy of God, but _ be 
= Mr. Edepards Caith, £ ory | You 45 


bat, allowing that no in -· © If there be ſuch bodily N 
— can be brought = facts there cannot be a Work 
« the Scripture of 2 dil 7 2 the Holy Spirit upon = 
Effects of a Work of the Holy ubjetts of them , alt "oy 
Spirit upon the Soul; yet BE: have Scripture-marRs o oj 

_ * rom this, . a Work apon their Sou 


Ws 2 bo- 
4555 Vibe ju not under If theſe Things be not 
Vibe Spirit - Be- your Aſſertions, you ſay 
IT neither Reaſon, nor any nothing in Conradicuon to 
- Rule of Scripture, excludes: Mr. andi. 
Jucb Things. | 


Now, Sir, let the Reader judge, whether the Ac- 
count you have given of what Mr, Edwards ay 
e 


de fait and juſt . If you had given the very firſt 


_  Pafſage you quote from his Sermon intire, the 
Reader would have ſeen that you had alledged a- 


| wo him what he never ſaid, what he never meant: 
But you give only one Half of a Sentence, and leave 
out the expreſs Limitation of what he aſſerts. — 


It is thus in Mr. Edward Sermon; No Deviation 
from what hath. hitherto. been uſual, let it he neuer 
fo great, is an Argument that a Work is not: the Work: 


of the Spirit of God, if. it be ng Deviation from the 


Rule that God hath given to judge of a Hort of hit 
yr by.-- Why did you leave out the laſt Half of 


the Sentence, where Mr. Edwards limits and explains 
the Deviation he ſpeaks of? Can you ſay that the 


firſt Part of the Sentence, without this, is a fair Re- 


preſentation. of what he affirms in this Subject? Eet 
the Reader judge. As he ſupports unanſwerably what 


he aſſerts here; ſo he faith nothing but what all ortho- 
dox Divines have ſaid upon this Subject before him. 


Famous Mr. Dickſon ſaith it expreſly, Thera. ſacra, 
p-. 0 4% 6 e e eee 
„„This Ground of judging of Mens Converfion 
cc by the Manner of God's exerciſing of them, ſo as 
©. other converted Saints have been exerciſed before 
% them, and of judging the Man to be unregene- 


“ rate, who is otherwiſe, exerciſed than they -know 


* any. Convert to have been exerciſed, did deceive 
« the Friends of Job, who in Job's Face avowed 
« this, their Error, Job v. 1. Call now, fay they; if 
te there be any that will anſwer thee, and unto: which 
« of the Saints wilt thou turn . This Doubt 
« doth arife from this Error and Miſtake, The-Af- 
ce flicted doth without Ground mono, that expreſs 
e o 


« Examples of every particular Ca the Saints is 


« ſet down in Scripture. It 1s true, there are Ex- 
« amples of many Caſes which may befal the God- 
6 ly; but it is not to be expected that we ſhall find 
« Examples of every particular Exerciſe of Mind 
i en f wherein 


te wherein the Saints may fall. Wherefore the Af. 
te fficted muſt walk by Rules ſet down in Scripture, 
ec whether they find the Practices thereof in Scri- 
* pture, or not. Thus you ſee, Mr. Edwards hatk 
ſet aſide the Experience of the Saints in Scripture no 
otherwiſe than Mr. Dickſon hath done. — And if it be 
an Evidence of a Tendency to ſupport Enthuſiaſm 
in Mr: Edtuards Sermon, it muſt be an Evidence of 
the ſame in Mr. Dick ſon s Book, I might have brought 
Quotations from many others to the ſame Purpoſe; 
ſuch as Mr. Shepherd, Eruſer, Colings, &c. if it were 
What you afterwards fay (Reaſoning I cannot call 
It) is nothing to the Purpoſe, yea, evidently falſe; 
from what is already ſaid. There can be nothing. 
more out of Purpoſe than your ſaying, That we ought 
toe exclude from our Practice and Imitation, every Thing 
that wants the Authority of Scripture Rule or Exam- 
le—-Howſoever this may hold as to what is neceſs. 
ry to be believed and practiſed for Salvation, yet, are 
there not innumerable Actions in Life, and Circumſtan+ 
ces of Actions, tht we have no Scripture Rule, Precept 
or Example for the doing of them; notwithſtanding 
we do them wartantably, upon this Ground, beca 
they are not excluded by any Scripture-rule or right 
Reaſon ? — Beſides all this, the Queſtion here is not 
about Practice, but about God's various Ways of 
working in the Converſion of Sinners, and theſe bo- 
dily Diſtreſſes which the Subjects of them cannot 
help or exclude if they were ever ſo willing, and 
wherein they are only the paſſive Subjects. It hath 
never been aſſerted by judicious Proteſtants, in their 
Controverſy with the Papiſts, that the Scripture imi- 
table Example of the Saints is of equal Authority 
with Scripture-precept, as you fay : For Proteſtants 
aſſert, That the Example of the Saints is no further 
to be imitated, and binding, than it is warranted by 
Scripture-precept, or the imitable Example * on 


I 
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Chriſt; and, wherein it is not warranted by theſe, 
s not to be imitated by us. . 
Altho' it ſhould' be ſuppoſed (Which is all that Mr. 
Edwards doth, without granting it) that the Effects 
upon the Bodies of Men, as mentioned by him, are 
not recorded -in Scripture 'as attending ſpiritual Ex- 
periences of the Saints; it doth not followthat they 
are contrary to theſe, as you aſſert; more than the 
Variety that there is in the Conviction and Conver- 
fion of Scripture- inſtances, is a Contrariety the one 
to the other. The Circumſtances of Paul's Conver- 
ſion were not recorded in the Scriptures then writs 
ten, as attending the Experiences of the Saints: Were 
they therefore contrary to Scripture-example, and 
therefore, as you learnedly argue, excluded by a. 
Scripture-rule'? In the Caſe of Stewartoun, accor- 
ding to you, there are no Inſtances in the recorded 
Experiences of the Saints, of any of them, who 
under a Law-work, fell over, and were carried out 
of the Church, as the People of Stewartoun did: 
Will you ſay therefore, that their Caſe was contrary 
to the Example of the Saints recorded in Scripture, 
and ſo excluded by a Scripture-rule ? --- If this be the 
Caſe of the Perſons in queſtion, it muſt as much be 
the Caſe of the People at Stewartoun. What you. 
fay next of our having a plain Scripture-rule, diſ- 
charging all imaginary Ideas of God, &c. is granted: 
But it is not againſt Mr. Edwards, who faith no ſuch 
Thing, as hath already been clearly proved.  * 
It is ſurpriſing, that what you have in the next 
Paragraph can proceed from a Man pretending to 
Candor and common Senſe.--- You fay, That, in the 
Room of Scripture-pattern in the, Experience of the 
Saints, Mr. Edwards ſets upon a mechanical, extra- 
ſeriptural may as whereby, he affirms, Perſons are 
greatly affected by ſeeing others ſo. — Here you again 
grofly miſrepreſent him: He is ſo far from ſetting up 
the Example of living preſent Perſons, in the Room. 
of Scripture-pattern in the Experience of the Saints, 

N | that 
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(32 ) a 
that he conſiders them as different Cauſes, and in 
different Views. — The Experience of the Saints in 
Scripture is confidered and ſpoken: of both by you 
and him as a Pattern; but Example, in the preſent 
Caſe, is conſidered and ſpoken of by him expreſly 
in the View of one of theſe Means God is ſome- 
times pleaſed to uſe in convincing-and converting 
Sinners, and in edifying and building up Saints. 
This he clearly and ſufficiently illuſtrates and con- 
firms, both from Scripture and Reaſon; all which 


vou have overlooked. How can you then ſay, he 
ſets up the one in the room of the other? 


What you ſay in your reaſoning is nothing elſe 
but a Miſrepreſentation of Mr. Edwards Meaning, 
and one Sentence contradicting another. Vou ſay, 
The Example. Mr. Edwards ſpeaks of, may be of Uſe 
in mechanical Things; but, in Things ſpiritual, it is 
abſolutely abſurd: For Faith cometh by Hearing the 
Word of God, and not by the Example of any Man 
whatſamever.-— In the very next Sentence you con- 
tradict yourſelf, by ſaying, I am not here ſpeaking 
againſt the Uſefulneſs of Examples in practical Godlineſs: 
Tay, Sir, Is not practical Godlineſs among ſpiritual 
Things? And did you not in the very foregoing 
Sentence fay, That, in Things ſpiritual, it is abſolute- 
ly abſurd to ſay, that Example can be of Uſe-as a 
Mean? For this is preciſely the Point in Hand. You 
ſay, you do not ſpeak againſt the Uſefulneſs of Ex- 
ample in practical Godlineſs; and yet you ſay, Faith 
comes by Hearing the Word of God, without the 
Example of any Man whatſome ver Is not Faith 2 
Branch of practical Godlineſs, which includes all the 
Duties of the firſt Table of the Law? — Theſe are 


evident Contradictions.--—- Further, what you fay, 


That Faith comes by Hearing the Word of God, and 
not by Example, as it is no Reaſoning againſt, ſo it 
doth not ſo. much as contradict any Thing Mr. Ed- 
wards affirms.--- For what he ſaith is expreſly,- That 
the Word of God is the principal Means, by e 
. ES: | bother 


! 


other Means operate and are made effeftual, and parti- 
eularly Example; for all. that is 'viſible' to the Eye ii 
unintelligible and vain, . without the Word of God to in- 
ſtruct and guide the Mind. Lond. Edit. p. 26. Edinb. 
Edit. p. 30. He acktiowledgeth that the Word is the 
principal outward Mean of producing Faith, &. as 
much as you can do; and further affirms,. that Ex- 
ample is aleſs principal Mean, and made effectual hy 
the Word. This is what you both affirm and deny. 
Lou proceed to tell us, that the Thing you are 
Hoy againſt is, That ſecret impulſt, communicated 
y the Example of others, whereby a Perſon is in like 
Manner affected, even tho there be not a Mord ſpoken. 
Well, be it ſo; you are at Liberty to ſpeak as much 
againſt it as you pleaſe, I will not contradict you. —- 
But you ſay, It 15 of this Mr. Edwards ſpeaks, and not 
of the former, wiz. the Uſefulneſs of Example in 
practical Godlineſs—- The very Reverſe is Truth: 
He ſpeaks of the former, and not one Word of this 
as ye have ſhaped it.— The Paſſage you quote from 
Mr. Edwards is mangled by you; you give only the 
Part of a Sentence, and the moſt material Words even 
in that Sentence are left out by you. Becauſe every 
Reader may not have your Review, or, if he have, 
will not be at the Trouble to compare this Anſwer: 
With it; I ſhall firſt ſet down the Paſſage as you give 
it in your Review, p. 19. and oppoſite to it the Paſ- 
ſage fully and "ry as it is in Mr. Edwards Sermon: 
That the Reader, having both in his View, may ſee 
your Unfair-dealing, and that Mr, Edwards faith no- 
thing but what is ſolid · and judicious, and not what 
you affirm he faith. PE EO 55 
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The Paſſage, as you unfair- . The Paſſage, as in Mr. Ed. 
I quote it, is ward Sermon, is, . 

' Tho" the Impreſſion that is Is therefore no Argument 
made upon be 2 the Goodne 2 the 
only by ſeeing Tokens in the Effect, that one affets and 
INES of bers, without ſtirs up another, or that ber- 
hearing them ſay one Word. ſons are greatly affected by 
f ſſeeing others ſo; yea, tho' the 

8 | Impreſſion that is made u- 
EE 2 them ſhould be only by 

ecing the Tokens of great 

and extraordinary Affection 

in others in their Behaviour, 

taking for granted what they 

are affected with, without 

hearing them ſay one Word. 


Now, doth Mr. Edwards ſay, That an Impulſe is 
communicated by the Example of others, whereby a 
Perſon is in like Manner affected,) even tho there 
be not a Word ſpoken ? — Doth he not ſay this, The 
Impreſſion is made upon them by ſeeing the Tokens 
of great and extraordinary Affections in the Behaviour 
of others; and that they know and take for granted 
that they are thus affected with a Sight of their Sin, 
and the Wrath of God due to them for their Sins; 
and that they may evidently know that they are 
thus affected extraordinarily, by outward Takens of 
it in their Behaviour, tho' they ſhould not. expreſs it 
by Words? For this he gives a very good Reaſon, 
namely, That, in ſome Caſes, what paſſeth upon 
our Affections may be more fully and effectually de: 
clared by Actions than by Words: All which he proves 
at great length to be both ſcriptural and reaſonable.—-- 
This is what bath frequently happened here. Several 
have told me, That when they ſaw, by outward 
Tokens, the great Agonies, Fears and inward Con- 
cern of others; and knew that they were thus affected, 
from Sight of their Sins, and Danger thereby; _ 

| reaſo- 


ä | 
reaſoned thus with themſelves ; If theſe Perſons, -who 
have never been ſo great Sinners as I know myſelf to 
be, are ſo deeply affected with their ſinful and loſt 


Eftate ; what greater Reaſon have ? What a hard- 
nearted Wretch am I ? And what will become of 


me, if I continue unaffected with my Sin and Danger: 
And, thus reaſoning with themſelves, they came ta 
be affected by ſeeing others. Is there any Thing un 
ſeriptural or unreaſonable here? —- As to what you 
alledge upon Mr. Edwards, it is neither more nor leſs 
than, This is exattly the Language of Quakers, a Branch 


F that helliſh Scheme, calculated for enervating and 


overthrowing the Divine Authority of the Word, as it 
is the only Foundation of Faith in our Lord Jeſus Ghrifh, 
To this I anſwer, frf, It has been proved, that you 
have falſly quoted Mr. Edwards Words, and miſe 
repreſented his Meaning; and therefore, tho' his 
Words as falſified by you ſhould be exattly the Lan» 


8 Quakers, it makes nothing againſt his true 
FI. RETIREE * | 1 


2dly, When you give the Language of the Qua» 


kers, and ſhew that what Mr. Edwards faith here is 


exactly their Language, you ſhall be anſwered ;: but, 


from what now appears of your Unfair-dealing with / 
Mens Words, no wiſe Perſon will take your Werd for 
Vou conclude this Argument by a Paſſage of Mr. 
Edwards Sermon, from which you fay, it plainly. 
appears, that he wants to ſet aſide the Mord as the only 


Rule at leaſt in judging and trying this Wort. The 
Paſſage is in your Edition, p- 44. in mine, p. 39. 


Vou leave out ſome of the principal Clauſes, accor- 
ding to your laydable Cuſtom. I ſhall here ſet down 


the Paſſage as is in Mr. Edwards 2 marking 
the Words you leave out in a different 


DECEIVES us, AND CONVINCES us OF THERE TRUTRH; 


does us a Kindneſs. If on brought to a Sight of r 


baracter, 
that the Reader may obſerve them. Whatever Spirit 
removes our Darkneſs, and brings us to the Light; un- 
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And am made ſenſible of Things as they be, my Duty 
is to thank God for it, without ſtanding firſt to enquire 
by what Means I have ſuch a Benefit -— The Meaning 
you put-upon this (whether ' according to the Rules 
of Chriſtian Charity and Truth, let others judge) is, 
I am to thank God for ſuch a Benefit, without enqui- 
ring whether.-I have it by the Means of his Word, or 
by a ſatanical Impoſture : Which is quite contrary to the 
expreſs Letter of the Text, which Mr. Edwards pretends 
20 inſiſt upon; Try the Spirits, whether they are of God. 
Whereas the plain Meaning of Mr. Edwards Words 
Is, that if I am. UNDECEIVED, - AND CONVINCED- OF | 
THE 'TRUTH, — from Darkneſs to Light, and 
made ſenſible of Things truly as they be (of which 
he gives Inſtances, in his Amplification upon this Mark, 
that Satan .neither can nor will bring any to) I'ma 
— certain, without any further Enquiry, that this 
indneſs and Benefit comes to me by the Spirit and 
Word of Truth, and not by ſatanical Impoſture; 
and ſo it is my Duty, without any Heſitation, to thank 
God for it, ſeeing the Effects mentioned ſufficiently 
evidence that the Kindneſs and Benefit are from him.— 
This will appear plain and evident to every one who 
will but read what Mr. Edwards ſaith upon his fourth 
diſtinguiſhing Mark of the true Spirit. Let. the 
Reader now judge whether it appears by this Paſſage, 
chat Mr. Edwards wants to lay aſide the Word, as the 
only Rule, at leaſt in trying and judging this Work; 
_ Ffeeing|that in this very Article he gives this Rule from 
the Word, by which we may know ethe Operations 
of the true Spirit, That he leads into Truth, unde- 
-ceives Perſons; and convinceth them of the Truth, exc. 
And further, if you have not failed as much in your 
third Argument, to prove the Tendency of this Ser- 
mon to Enthuſiaſm, as you have in the former. 
What remains is to conſider the Strength of your 
Fourth Argument, to prove that this Sermon tends to 
averthroꝛu the Foundation of Faith and all practical 
Godlineſs,. and to eſtabliſh mere Epthuſiaſm, and ftrong 


Deltt= | 


/ | 


r 


* 


Doluſion, in the Room of true Religion revealed andxe- 
quired in the word. Vou carry it on thus: Mr. Ed 
wards being aware that this Work cannot ſtand the 
Trial of the diſtinguiſhing Marks of a ſaving Work of 
Grace upon the Soul; (Who told you this? Mr. E4- 
wards neither faith nor infinuateth it.) He is there- 
fore ſor ſtating no ſpecial Difference - between common 
and ſaving Grace, or drawing any dividing Line be- 
teen Saints and Hypocrites in the preſent World. If 
it pleaſe the Reader to look over what Mr. Edwards 
ſays upon this Subject you refer to, P. 63, 64, 65. 

Sermon, Lond. Edit. or P. 70, 71, 72. Edinb. Edit. he 
will eafily ſee how much you miſrepreſent Mr. Ed- 
wards. It contains an Exhortation to the Children 
of God to beware of judging them to be wicked 
Men and Hypocrites, who are profeſſing Chriſtians, 
have the Form of Godlineſs, roll the viſible Canver- 
ſation of godly. Men. This he inforceth from the 
following Conſiderations, That it is ſtrictly forbid- 
den in Scripture; That it is the ſole Prerogative of 

Cod; That it is the proper Work and Buſineſs of the 
Day of Judgment, to diſtinguiſh Hypocrites, that 
have the Form of Godlineſs, and viſible Converſa- 


tion of godly Men, from true Saints. From all which. 
he infers, Theſe therefore do greatly err, that take it 


upon them poſitively to determine who are ſincere, and 


who not; and to draw the dividing Line between true 


Saints and Hypocrites; 'and to ON I She 
and Goats, ſeiting the one on the right Hand, and : 


other on the left ; and to diſtinguiſh and gather out 


the Tares from among theWheat. © | 

Ts there the leaſt Word, in his handling this Sub- 
ject, inſinuating his being againſt Miniſters ſtating do- 
: trinally a Difference between common and ſaving 
Grace? For what he condemns under the Name of 
drawing a dividing Line between true Saints and Hy- 
pocrites, is ſuch a ſinful judging Perſons of a blame- 
leſs godly. Converſation, in this preſent World (ſup- 
poſe the Ten Virgins) as to determine and fay, This 
Tp pax is 
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. 
is a wiſe Virgin, and this is a fooliſh Virgin; and not 


and ſaving Grace, as you would miſlead your Rea- 


ders, by making the one exigetical of the other, as 
if they were the ſame Thing in different Words, 


Wherefore. nothing can be more impertinent than 


what you add, That it is not the Queſtion, Whether 
we are to judge. Mens. Hearts by: their Actions? but, 
Whether Miniſters ought not doctrinally to declare, that 
there is a. ſpecifick Difference between common and ſa- 
ving Grace, and between both theſe and the Deluſion: 
of Satan? and conſequently, Whether they ought not 
fo point out theſe diſtinguiſhing Marks from the Word, 
and Chriſtians examine themſelves thereby, that they 
may know whether they have Grace in Reality, or the 

Counterfeit only? This is what Mr. Edwards makes 
no Queſtion about, what he had nothing to do with 


in this Place, where his Deſign is to caution: againſt 
raſh. judging and cenſuring the State of other Men; 


and it is what he nowhere denies in this Sermon. 
It would have been fully as much to the Purpoſe, if 
you had faid, that the Queſtion is, Whether Chrift 
ipeaking in the. Scriptures, or the Pope, be the ſu- 
preme Judge of Controverſies 2 Allow me further to 
ask you a Queſtion or two upon your ſaying, No 
reaſonable Man ever pretended to judge of Mens 
Hearts, otherwiſe than by their outward Actions. 
How come you to judge Numbers of Perſons, whoſe 
outward. Converſation: and Actions are le theſe of 
the Saints and Godly, to be the Children of the De- 
vil, to be Hypocrites, and under a Deluſion? Do 
you not by this condemn. yourſelf, and act both un- 
reaſonably and unchriſtianly? Confider, my dear Sir, 
the ſtrong and ſolid Things Mr. Edwards ſaith againſt 
this ſinful Judging and Cenſuring, forgetting for once 
who ſaith it. e | oe 

After you have affirmed, that it is the Duty of 


_ Miniſters to give diſtinguiſhing Marks of ſaving Grace, 


and of People to try themſelves by them; you add 
MY ns * * next 


5 8 ; 1 Iv . 4. Wa 
next Paragraph; as gravely as if you were telling 4 
certain Truth, But Mr. Edwards is againſt ſuch a nar- 
row and ſtrict Search. The Proof you give of this 
is, That the poſitive ' Marks of the true Spirit, which 
by gives (ſumm'd up P. 50. Lond. Edit. P. 556. Edinb. 


Edit.) are noway diſtinguiſhing ; they are ſuch as may 


agree not only with the common Influences of the Spirit, 
but even with the Deluſions of Satan. In anſwer, 
Firſt, If this were as you fay, it will not prove that 
Mr. Edwards is againft Miniſters giving diſtinguiſhing 
Marks of Grace, and-Peoples trying themfelves by 

them. For ſome Miniſters, who have not been a- 
gainſt this, have given inſufficient Marks of Grace, 
thro' Ignorance, Miſtake, Inadvertency or Prejudice. 
Of this your own dear Self is an Inſtance. Among 
the diſtinguiſhing Marks of Grace you give, Review, 

P. 21. there is one, which ſeems to be your favourite 
diſtinguiſhing Mark, by your repeating it ſo often, 
which is far- from being a- ſufficient one, namely, 
Contending for preſent Truth, in Op 42 to the In- 
differency and Neutrality of the Well This may a- 


ee not only with, the common Influences of the 


pirit, but with the Deluſions of Satan: For the A- 
poſtle Paul ſuppoſeth, that Men may contend further 
for preſent Truth than you, or any of your Party, 
have done, even to the giving their Bodies to be 
burnt, and yet be Hypocrites, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. -Doth it 
follow from this, that you are againſt Minifters giving, 


and Chriſtians irying themſelves by, 3 


Marks of Grace it do not, as little doth it fo 
low from Mr. Edwards giving inſufficient Marks, al- 
lowing this to be really the Caſe. But, 2dly, It is 
far from being ſo : For the poſitive diſtinguiſhing 
Marks of the true Spirit given by Mr. Edwards, none 
of them agree with the Delufions of Satan, but are 
each of them diſtinguiſhing of the Influences of the 
gow Spirit, from that of the evil Spirit. And you 
ave not ſo much as eſſay ed to give any other Proof 
of the contrary, than your bare Word. If 1 be 
| | uffici- 
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- ſufficient, let the Reader judge. As to their Aer. 


me 


40 


ment with the common Influences of the Spirit, ſo 
of them do, and ſome of them are Ange 
Marks of the ſaving Operations of the Spirit. As to 
theſe, the Degree of which agreeth only to the com- 
mon Influences of the Spirit, they are as much diſtin- 
guiſhing Marks of the true Spirit as the other are. 
- You cannot ſpeak of Mr. Edwards Sermon, even, 
in theſe Things that are of leaſt Conſequence to the 


principal Queſtion, without miſrepreſenting him. 


* 


ou ſay, That he pretends to have made a full Enu- 
meration of the Marks of the true Spirit, from the Wri- 
tings of the W John. It is ſo far from this, that 
he expreſly ſaith, Lond. Edit. P. 33. Edinb. Edit. 
P. 38. And in this, as I ſaid before, I ſhall confine. 
myſelf wholly to thoſe Marks which are given us by 
the Apoſtle in the Chapter wherein is my Text. But, 
fay you, Mr. Edwards ſaith, They are ſufficient to de- 
termine this Work to be the Work of the Spirit of God. 
He faith fo indeed, and proveth it likewiſe. Is this, 
a pretending to have made a full Enumeration? c. 
May they not be ſufficient to determine this Work 
to be the Work of the Spirit of God, cho there be 
not a full Enumeration of all the Marks contained in 
the whole Writings of John and other holy Scrip- 
tures? The beloved Diſciple thought them ſufficient. 
. You ſay, It will be obvious to any intelligent Chri- 
ſtian, that a Perſon may have all the Marks he conde- 
ſcends 1 as he treats them, and yet be under a 
groſs Deluſion.— I anſwer, That Mr. Edwards doth 
not pretend to give Marks of a Perſon in a State of 


Grace; but of the true Spirit, and his Influences and 


Operations: And therefore what you ſpeak here of 


Marks of Grace in a Perſon, of which you inſtance 
' ſeveral you pretend he doth not touch, is a chan- 


ging the State of the Queſtion, and not to the Pur- 


poſe.— But, 24ly, To meet with you upon your 


own Terms, there are ſome of theſe Marks, which 
if a Perſon have them, he cannot be under a Delu- 


fion, 


© ion, if he judge himſelf thereby to be in a State of 
Grace, if we may depend upon what the Apoſtle 
3 ſaith: Particularly the two Branches of the 5th 
x „ 82 8 Mark of the true Spirit, namely, Love 


to God, and Love to the Brethren, 1 John iv. 7. Love 
is of God, and he that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth' God, &c. to the End of the Chapter. And, 
Chap. iii. 14. We know that we have paſſed from 
Death to Life, becauſe we love the Brethren. zaly, 
As to the Marks of Grace you enumerate, which 
you fay Mr. Edwards toucheth not, they are all in- 
cluded in the poſitive Marks of the true Spirit, ex- 
cepting that which I have already ſhewed to be in- 
ſufficient ; namely, your firſt is included in the firſt 
diſtinguiſhing Mark of the true Spirit, your ſecond in 
his ſecond, your third in his third, and your fourth 
in his fifth: But, if they were not, it would make 


nothing againſt Mr. Edwards; ſeeing, if a Perſon 


Eknowetrh his State by one or two ſufficient Marks, 
he may know that he hath all the reſt, tho' he can- 
not diſcern them. I queſtion if, in every Sermon 
 Wherein you give Marks of à State of 'Grace, you 


| think yourſelf bound to give all' the Marks of it that 


are. Mr. Guthrie, in his Trial of a ſa bing Intereſt in 
chil contents himſelf with very few, judging them 
It ſeems to have ftared you in the Face, that you 
were miſrepreſenting Mr. Edwards, when you raiſe 

_ this Objection againſt what you had obſerved ; I it 
De ſaid for Mr. Edwards, that he is giving the Marks 
M a Divine „ it of the —— of God in Oppoſetion 
to a. Diabolical Influence or Deluſion ; — which is in- 
deed the Caſe. As to what you ſay upon this, that 
he lays down no Marks of Diſtinction between 2 
a common Operation of the Spirit, and a Deluſion 
of Satan; — The contrary is evident from his poſi- 
_ tive Marks. It is aſtoniſhing to obſerve what fol- 


loweth ; That granting this Work were the Effect of a 
common Operation of the Spirit, yet, I it goes 0 * 
pa Y F | "Rp 4 r , 


* 


4 
ther, Perſons will be as „ e ruined. in the Iſſue as 
they could be by ſatanical Impoſture— Is this a mere In- 
accuracy? Or, if not, what do you mean? — Are the 
common Operations of the Spirit, tho they go no fur- 
ther, Cauſe of Ruin to any, as ſatanical Impoſture is? 
Is not the common Operation of the Spirit a great Be- 
nefit and Fruit of the rich Goodneſs of God to a Per- 
Ton himſelf, tho it go no further? — Is it not an 
Advantage to a Society of which ſuch a Perſon is a 
Member? — Is not fatanical Impoſture always a 
Judgment? — Is it no Advantage to be leſs a Sinner, 
to be in ſome Degree reformed, and, if a Perſon ſhall 
be ruined in the Iſſue, to want, many Degrees of 
Guilt they would otherwiſe have had? — Will pon 

hey 


preach, If Men will not become real Chriſtians, 

had as good go to Hell like a Nero, as like the young 
Man. Chriſt loved, who. yet, ſo far as appears to us, 
periſhed in Sin? — I refer you to your Presbytery's 

5 EVE: oY 5 2 0 $8.4 x 1 oh 72 8 

In the next Paragraph, p. 22. you fay, I is. obvi- 
ous from the whole Tenor 4 the 3 2, that it is 
ſo laid as to make People believe that he is giving the 
Marks of A ſaving Operation. e the Spirit of God u. 
pon. the Souls of Men.—— And ſo. he doth, as alſo of 
the common Operations of the Spirit. But then, y 
dear Brother, if this be obvious from the whole Te- 
nor of his Diſcourſe, how could you ſay ſo confi- 
dently in this Argument, that Mr, Edwards is againſt 
ſuch a natrow and ſtrict Search as by the Marks of 
a ſaving Operation of the Spirit, and againſt Mini- 
Aters giving Marks of Grace, ox Peoples trying them- 
ſelves by them? Reconcile this Contradictiobn. 

It fills me with Amazement to think, that you have 
not had more Regard to your own Character than to 
affirm of Mr, Edwards, and all the Writers on that 
Side, eſpecially the Clergy, that they copy after his 
Example; declaring them to he guilty, of the unpardo- 
nable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, who. ſpeak a WORD 
againſt this Work, He and others whom you al the 


. Clergy- (am ſurpriſed you uſe this unhallawed Popid 
: Engels Term) have indeed cautioned. againſt Rege 
calling this Work of the 3 of Cod the Work of 
- the Peril, leſt they may be left of God to do it in 
ſuch Circumſtances as incur the Guilt of this dreadful 
Sin. — But does he or any other Writer declare them 
to be ghilty of the e who" ſpeak a Word a= 
41 it? Nay, Mr. Edwards is 10 far from this in 
the very Place you cite, Eainb. Edit. p. 63. Lond. 
Edit. p. 57. that he ſays, Thoſe that maliciguſiy 
. oppole. and hs this Work, and call; it the 
„Work of the Devil, want but one Thing of. the 
* unppardonable Sin, and that is doing it againſt, in 
6 ward Conviction,” Whence it is evident, Mr. Ed- 
wards, plainly owns upon; the Matter, that People may 
oppoſe this Work, may even maliciouſſy oppoſe a 
reproach. it, and not be guilty. of the unpardanabl 
Sin, againſt the Holy Ghoſt.—And yet, Dear Sir, you 
have not beꝶm afraid to tell the World, that. Mr. 
Henry's charges them as guilty. of the unpardonable 
in who, ſpeaka WORD. againſt it. When will you 
have den With Ae Calumnies: 
Von add, They-. who know. their God, will not l. 


1 
+ © 


fo. eaſily beat out of their en Religion by. big 
Words. Alas! let the World. judge whether there 
be either Reaſon. or Religion in this Part of your Re- 
-view_ that concerus Mr. Edwards' Sermon, or a! 


Evidence. of⸗the KRnewledge of God. 13 
- You loſe your Labour in endeavouring to pro 
from the Reverend Mr. Williſan s Preface, That Mr. 
Edward; gives diſtinguiſhing Marks of the Influen- 
ces of the true Spirit, both common and. ſaving; for 
it is not controverted.—- You fay, After all Mr. Ed- 
wards' poſitive Marks, none of them ſerve to prove this 

Work to be the Effect of Divine Influence; for they.n 

be ſound every one of them in a Perſon that is — 2 
a Deluſion of Satan. This you ſhould have proved; 
This 18 what you will never be able to do.—-I have 
already proved from Scripture the contrary.— What 


you 


. _ 
wg 
3 —— 
— 
— 
7 


* 
— 


— — 


f you fay of Mr. Guthrie, Shepherd and Burgeſs, ſhall 
be confidered when you condeſcend upon Parti- 
culars. "5 1 F r AE WS 6 
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From what hath been ſaid in this Letter, it now, 
T hope, . evidently, appears, that Mr. Edwards Ser- 
mon is not calculated for ſupporting Enthuſiaſm, 
and conſequently for razing the very Foundation of 
Faith, and all practical Godlineſs; — It e ap- 
Pears, that you have brought a falſe Charge of this 
againft it, and have failed in your Proof: — In fine; 
it evidently. appears, that the Reverend Mr. Williſon, 
"Whoſe Works praiſe him, hath done nd raſh Thing, 
but good Service to the Intereſts of Religion, in re- 
commending it to the Scots Reader. 
Give me leave to eonclude this Letter to you, 
Dear sir, with obſerving, chat you might have-ſeeri 
many expreſs, S in this Sermon 
contrary to all Enthuftaſm ; which warrant what the 
Reverend Mr. Cooper faith in his Preface to it, Aud 
1 believe every candid, judicious Reader will ſay, He 
writes very free from an Enthuſraſtitk or a Party Spirit. 
Panticatarly,” p. 15. Ant here. F would obſerve, that 
ve are to take the Striptures to be our Guide in ſuch 
Caſes: This is the great and ſtanding Rule, that Got 
has given to his Church, to guide them in all Things 
relating to the great Concerns of their Souls; andlit is © 
an infallible and ſufficient Rule. -— See his frequent 
Cautions about Impulfes,— and What he faith about 
Infpirations.— Your Effay: then ro-prove it calculated 
to eſtabliſh Enthufiaſm could not but be vain; as hath 
been made evident by him, Whoſe Prayers you have 
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